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Chairman’s Corner
At the time of writing, 25 of the 30 long weeks without cricket are behind us. The days are lengthening 
and I’m sure that like me you are looking forward to seeing cricket played once more on our beautiful 
ground. Our dedicated volunteer groundsmen have continued to work throughout the winter to keep the 
ground and surroundings at the excellent levels that you all enjoy.
The AGM saw Tom Norris re-appointed as 1st XI captain, with Ian Mitchell providing a steady hand at the 
helm for the second team. Club stalwarts aplenty continue in a wide variety of off-field roles and I remain 

most grateful for the commitment that everyone shows in enabling our cricket activities to run smoothly. 
Nets have begun at Abbeygate College as both senior and junior players begin preparations for the season. Hopefully this will 
stand us in good stead for a positive start to the season, something that we have found difficult to achieve in recent years. 
The club has a new face in charge of child welfare matters. This is Nick Davis and I am very grateful to him for attending all 
of the relevant courses and producing a great deal of useful information, all of which is posted on the club website. I would 
also like to thank the outgoing CWO Chris Brooks who has done so much important work for the club over many seasons.
A new venture this year is an ECB initiative called All Stars cricket, which is aimed at 5-8 year olds. This is going to be a high-
profile initiative and the club’s thanks go to all involved in running this and all of the coaching activities that benefit so many 
local youngsters.
The season is now approaching and it is almost time for action: time to oil the bat, check the green  
spikes on your gloves, and hammer some studs into your boots. See you at nets!
Best wishes
Mike

A thriving Junior section
As our Winter nets draw to a close, 
the focus in the junior section moves 
to the upcoming season, and initially 
our Junior Registration afternoon 
on Saturday 22nd April from 3pm 
onwards.
This will be swiftly followed by our first 
training sessions, which are planned 
to start the following week, with U9s, 
U11s and U13s on a Monday evening 

from 6:30pm and U15s on a Thursday evening at the same 
time. All of our teams from U9s through to U15s play 
against other teams in the North Cheshire Junior Cricket 
Association, with the U11s, U13s and U15s also participating 
in their respective cup competitions.  For the first time, 
we will also be offering younger children the chance to 

experience cricket, as we host the ECB All Stars sessions on 
a Thursday evening from 5:15 pm.  
As our various children move up in age groups, there are 
also some changes to announce in the junior coaching 
staff. Following the U13s epic cup run last year, Ian Wade 
moves up to take the reins for our U15s, with John Morris 
moving from U11s to U13s coach. Mark Inchley also moves 
up a division, and will now run our U11 squad, with the 
U9s being coached by James Warburton, who will also be 
running the new All Stars group on a Thursday evening for 
5-8 year olds. We could not deliver our coaching sessions 
without the help of our coach support workers, and as ever, 
we are on the look out for more parents or young players 
to help out with coaching or to run the bar on Monday 
evenings - if you are interested, please get in touch by 
emailing Mark_Inchley@sky.com.

Cost £25 per person

EARLY SEASON DINNER
on Saturday 13th May

at The Cricket Club 7:30pm for 8pm

Christleton Cricket Club

DATES FOR THE DIARY

SATURDAY 15th APRIL  Pre-Season Friendly Away v Brymbo 
 12noon Start (40 overs a side)

SATURDAY 22nd APRIL  First league fixtures 
 Firsts Home v Alvanley 
 Seconds Away v Hale Barns 
 Junior Registration - Afternoon from 3pm  
 (Bar open from 3pm)

MONDAY 24th APRIL Junior Sessions start

SATURDAY 13th MAY  Early Season Club Dinner 

m.astbury@eclipse-creative.com
Mark Astbury 07778 460590

ian@ringobellschester.co.uk
Ian Wade

Tickets available from:



The days are getting longer and the clocks are about 
to go forward which means it’s almost time for cricket 
J. Personally I’m really looking forward to this season 
and the challenge of improving on last year’s 5th place 
finish which I’m confident in doing after our end to 
last season with which saw us go the last six games 
unbeaten. Although we have lost Harry Peel and Oli 
MJ after they moved away I’m pleased to say we have 
secured the services of everyone else that played last 
season and I hope we can secure the services of a 
quality open bat who played last year in division one. 
Watch this space! I’m also really looking forward to 
seeing how the young players like Jack, Al and Arran 
develop throughout the season. With Harry and Oli 
leaving it creates a really good opportunity for some 
more young players to stake a claim for a place in the 
1st XI. See you all at winter nets and I can’t wait for the 
season to start.

Tom Norris

Our first team  
captain

I’m proud to be given the opportunity to take over the 
2nd team. After moving down from the North East 
just over 10 years ago this is my 2nd spell with the 
club. Previously playing in the North East Premier 
league with Tynemouth CC has given me a strong 
background in the game as well as the enjoyment in 
a club atmosphere. I enjoy a work hard play hard style 
and hope to bring back the enjoyment winning brings. 
Aided by my VC’s I am looking for a progressive season 
where the enjoyment and progression of juniors 
comes hand in hand with a strong winning side.

Ian Mitchell

Follow us on Twitter  
@ChristletonSwan

www.christletoncricketclub.co.uk

Our second 
team captain

Our Sunday Side
As in recent years, we won’t be fielding a Sunday Side 
in a league but instead have a carefully “handpicked” 
set of friendlies that allow us to meet a number of 
objectives, not least the development of some of our 
younger players through introducing them to senior 
cricket (and longer games).

This year the Sunday Side will be run by Ian Wade 
(who is also our under 15s Manager and owner of club 
shirt sponsors the Ring O’ Bells).

Our Sunday fixtures commence on Sunday 14th May 
(the day after the Club Dinner!!!) away at Oulton Park 
and our first home Sunday game is on the 21st May 
against County Officers.

This years event will be held on  
SUNDAY 25th JUNE

Keep the date free!

VILLAGE 6 ’ s

We’d like to say a big Thank you to Ian Wade 

of our local pub the Ring O’ Bells for very 

generously agreeing to sponsor our club 

shirts again this season.

As well as coaching our under 15s and 

helping to run the Sunday team, Ian gives 

alot of support to the Club’s fundraising 

activities and it is very much appreciated.

A big Thank you

www.ringobellschester.co.uk


